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The Same? Different? Okinawa and Hawalii
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- Compare and See! -

This year marks the 40th anniversary of the sisterhood between Okinawa
Prefecture and the State of Hawaiil! Many people from Okinawa live in Hawaili,
where the natural environment is similar to that of Okinawa Let’ s compare!
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Where are they? Which is hotter?
Both are popular tropical resorts. The warm climates and abundance of nature are similar!

Hawalii is located almost in the center of the Pacific Ocean and has a tropical -
subtropical climate. It is the 50th state of the United States. There is little rainfall, the
seasons are summer (dry season) and winter (rainy season), and the temperature is
stable all year round at between 24 and 307TC. It is comfortable thanks to the trade
winds blowing from east to west. With an average annual temperature of 23.1° C,
Okinawa's subtropical climate is often thought to be cooler than Hawaii,but in fact,
there are more than 100 days a year when the temperature exceeds 30° C! What' s
more, In Okinawa it rains a lot and is very humid, so it may feel hotter in the summer.
Both Hawaii, with its many islands, including six major islands, and Okinawa, with its
many.isliands spread out in the surrounding waters, are “island prefectures.” The rich
nature, such as the beautiful blue coral seas and white sandy beaches, is_ also very
similar. Their populations are almost the samegat just over. 1.4 million, but the area of
Hawail is more than seven times larger than that of Okinawa.

[tlj,- %:’f*,” [SourcémReifecence materials]

./\'7’]”)‘|‘|§§7'|:1=/\T ZIKE "j"f I\r%ﬂ%J Hawalii TourismsAuthority’ s official Japanese website “Climate”
https://www.allhawaii.jp/travelinfo/climate/#table01
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Language, music, and dance. There are so many similarities!
Commonalities between Hawaiian Hula and Okinawan Traditional Performing Arts

The Hawalian hula, danced to the sounds of drums and ukuleles, was originally a
dance dedicated to the gods and has been deeply rooted in Hawaiian culture since
ancient times. It is similar to Ryukyuan dance, a traditional performing art of Okinawa
based on the belief in gods and ancestors. Another thing the two have in common is
that the dances depict stories of love, natural beauty, travel, and gratitude. There is
also a stone instrument called ‘ili ‘ili, which is played by striking two smooth stones
together, similar to the Okinawan yotsutake bamboo percussion instrument.
Interesting, isn’ t it? Okinawa and Hawaii, both having been independent kingdoms,
have their own languages, Uchinaguchi and Hawaiian, which makes them feel close
to each other. The Hawaiian term “aloha spirit”™ means acceptance and harmony with
others, and is very similar to the Okinawan word “yuimaru,  which expresses the
spirit of mutual aid! Both are full of kindness.

BoCVe
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Ryukyuan dance

Hula dance
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[HY*ZE%jj] [Media cooperation) 10 il Yotsutake

@ 148/ \D113= Okinawa Hawaii Association

[tlj, %ji*,” [SourcémReierence materials]

O/ \D1MNERFTR LTINS —— /001 K 2O\ DF DS ®DELK | Hawaii Tourism Authority’ s official learning site, “The Many.Meafings of Aloha.”
https.//www.aloha-program.com/curriculum/lecture/detail /482
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Do they have chanpuru stir fry in Hawaii?
Both are cosmopolitan with influences from many different countries.

Hawaii’ s popular gourmet foods such as loco moco, garlic shrimp, and malasada
donuts are well known in Japan. Hawaii’ s food culture, in which traditional Hawaiian
and American cuisine and food culture introduced by immigrants from all over the
world are chanpuru (mixed), is similar to Okinawa, where there are many immigrants
from overseas. There are many theories about its origin, but the Hawaiian soul food
"Spam musubi” is known to have been invented by Mitsuko Kaneshiro, a native of
Yonabaru Town in Japan. Like the pork and egg rice ball, which Is also popular in
Okinawa, you can feel the influence of Americanized food culture. In Hawalii, there is
an Okinawan community built locally by Okinawan natives and their descendants,
and Okinawan food culture, such as island tofu, Okinawan noodle making, and
awamori, has taken root as a business. The same is true for the Uchinanchu
(Okinawan natives) in Hawaii who love chanpuru and Okinawa soba noodles.

OKINAWA HAWAII

ATPIRBZX —t—F Y TI— ) AH—UyoO2ad>T

Okinawa soba Goya chanpuru Loco moco Garlic shrimp

[tlj, ~ i}%i’i’*ﬁ” [Source: Reference materials]

Q/\D/NEXBEARBARETLMN/I\D1BRBEDORESL |[T)UA ] Hawaii Tourism Authority's official-dapanese. website, “History.of Japanesé Immigrants to Hawaii” and “Goeufmet”
Nttps://www.allhawaii.jp/business/news/1183/ https://www.allhawaii.jp/about/gourmet/#hawaiian

OREkFTHHR2024FE9H28B818 & Published in Ryukyu Shimpo, September 28, 2024
nttps://ryukyushimpo.jp/news/international/entry-3502465.html|
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There were kings in Okinawa and Hawaii!
They have histories of flourishing as independent kingdoms!

It IS common knowledge to the native people that Okinawa was once a kingdom
called Ryukyu. In 1429, "Sho Hashi” unified the three mountains of Ryukyu (Kitayama,
Chusan, and Nanzan) and established the Kingdom of Ryukyu. With Shuri Castle, as
IS well-known, as the center of the kingdom, it prospered greatly through trade with
China, Japan, and other Asian countries. The Ryukyu Kingdom lasted 450 years. And
did you know that Hawaii used to be a kingdom? In 1810, "King Kamehameha the
Great” unified the Hawaiian Islands into one kingdom. The Ryukyu Kingdom lasted
450 years, and the Kingdom of Hawaii built up a history of about 100 years. Both
kingdoms were annexed in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Okinawa to
mainland Japan and Hawaii to the mainland United States. Their histories are very
similar. Both Shuri Castle, where the King of Ryukyu resided, and lolani Palace,
where the King of Hawaii resided, are now popular tourist attractions.

AT AT SZZEE

Shuri Castle lolani Palace

[tlj, %:’i*,” [SourceRelesence materials]

‘/ \9’1”)‘”%%7'51 _t ZKE "j"r |\ U\'D*l’@ f"‘_EEJ Hawaiislourism Authority's official Japanese website, “History of Hawaii®
https://www.allhawaii.jp/about/history/
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Let’ s know! Let’ s learn! The History of Immigration
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- |t All Started in Hawaii! -

It has been 125 years since the first immigrants from Okinawa moved to
Hawaii in 1900. Let s look back at the history and learn about the ties
between Okinawa and Hawalii!
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Why did people migrate from Okinawa to Hawaii?
From poor Okinawa to a hew place of dreams. Overcoming severe hardships

The history of Okinawan immigration to foreign countries started with 26 Uchinanchu
who went to Hawaii in 1900. Kyuzo Toyama, known as the "Father of Okinawan
Emigration,” hailed from Kin Village (present-day Kin Town)
and devoted himself to sending immigrants abroad, driven
by his desire to "do something about impoverished
Okinawa.” After that, many more people from the region
crossed over to Hawaii, and by 1938 during World War I,
over 20,000 had emigrated. That' s quite amazing! When
they first moved to Hawaii, everyone struggled with the
language barrier and cultural differences, and the grueling
work Iin the sugarcane fields proved far more difficult than
they had imagined. Even amidst such circumstances,
Immigrants. continued to send funds to their relatives back
In Okinawa and, after the war, were among the first to send
relief supplies, persistently aiding Okinawa ass-it.struggled
with poverty. Even from far away, they longed for home.

AZWA=ER(EEET)
(EHEIHBEZERTEH)

8 Statue of Kyuzo Toyama (Kin Town)
[tlj:/ \: . é,/’j%w*;” [Source: Reference materials] (Courtesy of the Kin Town Board of Education)
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OP#B/I\D1H=[PBEANIJ\DAIEE P | Okinawa Hawaii Association, “Okinawan Immigrants to Hawaii: A History.”
‘HLU%H?IE%”\U’rt/qJ%UD U’f*~%0?&‘9’)\bd)¥&mmm~J 5%‘ 7|; ‘fﬁ%l}%[%ﬁm@] Asamitsu Takayama, author of “Bridging Hawaii and Okinawa: The Passionate Hearts of the People Who Weave Them Together”
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Let’ s know! Let’ s learn! The History of Immigration
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How did immigrants live in Hawaii?
Strong bonds that transcend eras and borders

There are stories of Okinawans who saved the lives of Okinawan residents by
emigrating to Hawail during WWII. Taro Higa, a second-generation Okinawan
American, volunteered for the U.S. military during the 1945 Battle of Okinawa and
served as an interpreter on the battlefield. He called out to Okinawans hiding In
caves (natural shelters), urging them to surrender in both the Uchinaguchi
language and Japanese. |t was a courageous act that
saved the lives of so many local people. Many people
gradually shifted their focus from sugarcane field
work to pineapple and coffee cultivation, tofu
production, retail businesses, restaurant management,
and other fields, and achieved success. After the end
of the Pacific War, the Okinawa War Relief Movement
became active in Hawaii, and the "Hawaii United
Okinawa Relief Association®™ was formed in 1945.
Many relief supplies were shipped to Okinawa,
Including pigs, clothing, powdered milk, and vitamins.
The lives saved by the Okinawan people in Hawaii

might be connected to you now. AKXBOBRELEN—VAKBBSA
CPiE RN E8BPER)
Thomas Taro Higa, U.S. Army Interpreter

(Okinawa Prefectural Archives)

[tlj, 3 ° %j%i“j*i” [Source: Reference materials]

OB /\D1IH=[PBE ANJ\DAIBE BESP | Okinawa Hawaii Association, “Okinawan Immigrants to Hawaii: A-History.”
OSWEAXEI/N\D1EPEDORITE~BOBEIALDBNEN~] EFRT - MELEIRFTH]

Asamitsu Takayama, author of “Bridging Hawaii and Okinawa: The Passionate Hearts of the People Who Weave Them Together”
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Did you know? Pigs came from the sea.
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- The moving story of how Okinawa was saved after the war -

In 1948, seven Okinawan immigrants in Hawaii, thinking of their distant
homeland, overcame great hardship to deliver 550 pigs. This is the true story
of a miracle that happened in postwar Okinawa.
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“Let’ s send pigs to Okinawa!”
Hawaiian Okinawans who rose up for their homeland

The intense ground fighting of World War Il also claimed the lives of domestic pigs, an
important source of nutrition and an essential part of Okinawa’ s food culture. The
prewar population of about 100,000 pigs was decimated and reduced to less than
8,000. The first overseas immigrants from Okinawa arrived in Hawaii in 1900. Many of
them worked tirelessly, overcoming harsh labor conditions and discrimination, and
achieved success in business. Upon hearing of the drastic decline in pigs in their
homeland of Okinawa, the Okinawan community in Hawaii resolved to send them
pigs! They formed an organization and started a fundraising campaignh. One_such
organization was the Hawaii.Okinawa United Relief Association, whiehrraised more
than $50,000 in donations to sendpigs to Okinawa. The monthly salary of a civil
servant.in_Okinawa at that time was about $25, sorit”s-easy. to.see.how:$50,000 was
a lot of money. Later, 550 pigs were purchased, mainly by Okinawans who gathered
at a café run by Okinawan-Hawailians. The grand plan was off to a great start.

E;ﬁ\%{jﬂ\: : 55§Eﬁi$ﬂt§§§}tﬂjﬂ7j§% Photo courtesy,of Cultural Properties Division, Uruma CityBoard of Education
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Seven brave people risked their lives on a voyage
to bring pigs to Okinawa.

The individuals who transported the precious pigs to Okinawa were Yoshio
Yamashiro, a veterinarian who negotiated with the military to use U.S. military ships
for the pig transport; Shohei Miyazato, who spoke Japanese fluently; Genbi Tonaki, a
doctor of Agricultural Sciences; and Ushikichi Nakama, who possessed extensive pig
farming experience. The three young people taking care of the pigs on the boat were
Shinei Shimabukuro, Ryoshin Angena, who ran a café, and the youngest, Yasuo Uezu.
The seven Okinawans from Hawail. On August 31, 1948, the ship carrying 550 pigs
left Portland. En route, they encountered three storms and were battered with severe
rain, wind, and high waves, and they suffered from severe seasickness. Many times
they also had close encounters with mine fields in the sea left over from the war. It
was truly a voyage in which everyone was prepared to die.

e s G
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EEI*&U)H%‘{/J\JE Piglets born on the journey
o BEBAETAESBRRED2A
of the USS John Owen
The seven who transported the pigs and two
of the relief association officers.
EE%{#& : 55%Eﬁi$ﬂt§§‘§j‘ftﬂ7j§% Photo courtesy, of Cultural Properties Division, Uruma City,Board of Education
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The “Gift of Pigs” that gave hope and strength
to postwar Okinawa

The voyage took longer than planned while avoiding mines, and the crew nearly ran
out of drinking water and pig feed. On September 27, 1948, 28 days after departure,
the ship carrying the pigs finally arrived at White Beach, a corner of the Katsuren
Peninsula. The 550 pigs sent by the seven Hawaiian-Okinawans were evenly
distributed to all parts of Okinawa, and four years later, the number of pigs had
grown to 100,000! The donation helped to revive the pig farming industry in Okinawa
and alleviate food shortages, and was a major force in the postwar reconstruction
effort. The moving story of the gift from Hawaii to Okinawa has since been turned
Into books, picture books, and musicals performed by children at elementary
schools, and continues to inspire many people today.

AEFE (IRDdEH) DRI E—FICRIBS

Arriving at White Beach on the Katsuren Peninsula
(now part of Uruma City)

D5 MY INERZIN TP

Moving pigs.from ship to truck

+ {;Itl\: i 55§Eﬁi$ﬁt§§‘§‘j‘ftﬂ7j§% Photo courtesy of Cultural Properties Division, Uruma City,Board of/Education
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History of Exchange between Okinawa and Hawaii

~ChRBERZELTNDD?~

BERESIECEUVVBARICEIN. ASDOUY—MEUCHREERBFEREIHERLE I
BRDZVPRBE/N\DT PREBE/NDIMNOIMFRRIEESF TCA0BFENZIXUZ.C
NEXTOERBRKiEHBITUET

- What kind of interactions? -

Both blessed with warm climates and beautiful natural scenery, Okinawa and
Hawalil share many similarities, such as being popular resort destinations
where tourism serves as a key industry. This year marks the 40th anniversary
of the sisterhood between Okinawa Prefecture and the State of Hawaii. Here
are some of the major interactions to date.
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Hawaii Okinawa Federation established
What started as relief efforts for Okinawa
after the war have now become primarily
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Okinawa Hawaii Association established
It was founded by people who lived in
Hawaii for many years and returned to
Okinawa. We collaborate with the Hawaii
Okinawa Federation on various projects.

cultural exchange activities.
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Okinawa Prefecture and the State of
Hawaii sigh sister-state agreement
It was formed with the purpose of promoting mutual
development, goodwill, and understanding among
the immigrants from Okinawa. Commemorative
ceremonies were held in Hawaii and Okinawa.
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Hawaii Okinawa Center inaugurated
It was built to commemorate the 90th
anniversary of the immigration of
Okinawans to Hawaii. Okinawa also gave
a donation, and the commemorative
ceremony was well attended.

OB /\D1H=[/PEBE AJ\DTIEZE RSP | Okinawa Hawaii Associations»“Okinawan Immigrants to Hawaii: A History.”

.ELU%H%%[/\'D'fc‘ijil,’ﬁ%@’y’ﬁ(jf%'\'ﬁD@gA@U)%MLMU J % oG ‘fﬁ%l%[%ﬁm@] Asamitsu Takayama, author of “Bridging Hawaii and Okinawa: The Passionate Hearts of the People Who Weave Them Together”
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Okinawa and Hawaii celebrate 30th
anniversary sister-state relationship

The commemorative event celebrated with performances
featuring Hawaiian Ryukyuan performing artists alongside

faculty and students from the Prefectural University of Arts, JI\OD-1 5¢ﬁ75 -|j-z)\'='

who collaborated in Ryukyuan dance and group dance.
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m . Hawaii Okinawa Plaza completed.

_ 2 02 2E 8,a As a gesture of g.ratitude to Havva.ii’ s Okinawan

descendants, Okinawa also contributed part of

I\D-1;pi@ ESEH the construction costs. The ceremony was

attended by the Governor of Hawaii, the Mayor of

égi}i@ﬁ@lc_%ﬁ Honolulu, and many participants from Okinawa.
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Hawaii Okinawa Federation donates to - «-
the Shuri Castle rebuild 2022=
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The burning of Shuri Castle had a great impact 1 093 O B~1 1 A 3 B 7 wj: ]

on Hawalii. John ltomura, former president of

the Hawaii Okinawa Federation and a third $£70 ﬁﬁd)'ja'-j‘—Ja:j_xﬁﬁﬂﬁ

generation Okinawan, was one of the first to
call for and made donations. - B0 RAEOTETIFTRL U7
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7th World Uchinanchu Convention held

2 O 24E 5 ﬁ2 9 = The event was postpoped for a year dqu to

the COVID-19 pandemic, and was held in a

l\'j*f IOT1TENDEE, = combination of real and online locations.

_ Six hundred and seventy-seven people
IUNB TR EZER(FZVI1EDERERRZIE from the Hawaii Okinawa Federation

DO GPRB/\D1HEhBH5<<K<SHT70IT participated in the event.
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Reconstruction Assistance to Hawaii - Maui o ,i' E

The Okinawa Hawaii Association launched
the "Chimugukuru Project” to support the [.':H, | /%:’f*,” [Source: Reference materials]

recovery of I\/Iagl, Wh'Ch wa.s seve.rely @B/ \ D1 HPREANDIERE BEL]
damaged by Wlldfl res. ThlS DrOJeCt Okinawa Hawaii Association, “Okinawan Immigrants to_Hawaii: A History."

collected donations and sent them to OBUSEEAD (R EORH E~BOBINGDRNEN~) R B E TR B L0E
SU DDOI’t the cause. Asamitsu Takayama, author of “Bridging Hawaii-and Okinawa: The Passionate Hearts of the People Who \Weave Them Together”

O kTR 2019FE108 3184 & PublishedsinsRyukyu Shimpo, October 31, 2019
hittps://ryukyushimpo.jp/news/entry-1018053.html

)|ﬁ‘_k%ﬁ$ﬁ2023¢8ﬁ238?%3ﬂ Published in Ryukyu Shimpo, August 23, 2023
https://ryukyushimpo.jp/news/entry-1771168.html
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President, Hawaii United Okinawa Association
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Frances Kuba
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Kariyushi Deebiru! As we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Okinawa—Hawai‘i Sister State
relationship, we honor a legacy forged in yuimaru—the spirit of helping one another. From the
bravery of Hawai‘i’s Okinawan Nisei soldiers and post-war relief efforts to Okinawa’s generous
backing of the Hawai‘i Okinawa Center, Okinawa Plaza, and the annual Okinawa Festival, our
shared history is one of compassion, resilience, and unity. This year’s theme, “Miree ya Kugani—
Our Golden Future,” inspires us to uplift each other, empower our youth, and deepen the bonds
between our islands. Let us carry this legacy forward—supporting our communities and living
yuimaru to shape a future rooted in aloha and unity. Ippee nifee deebiru. Mahalo nui loa!

PRIN\DThHER

President, Okinawa-Hawaii Association
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Takao Kadekaru
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We sincerely congratulate Okinawa Prefecture and the State of Hawaii on the 40th anniversary of
their sister-state relationship. We express our deep respect for the strong bonds built upon
historical and cultural ties, and we sincerely hope that cooperation in various fields—including
people-to-people exchanges and economic collaboration—will continue to flourish, contributing to
the mutual development of both regions.






